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X-DS  149         I      jViAR  l6ig42 

Jewish   Fighting   Force 

*    Statement  by 
Dr.  Chaim  Weizmann 

President  of  the  Jewish  'Agency  for  Palestine. 

The  following  statement  was  made  by  Dr.  Chaim  Weiz- 
mann President  of  the  Jewish  ^ency  for  Palestine  to 
the  course  of  a  speech  delivered  to  a  Conference  or 
Representative  Zionists  in  London  on  November  9th,  1941. 
IN  the  war  against  Hitler  the  Jewish  nation  claims 
1  a  place  among  the  fighters  in  the  forefront,  and 
moreover  its  right  to  fight  under  its  own  name  and 
flag. 

The  Twenty-first  Zionist  Congress,  which  met  at 
Geneva  in  August  1939,  commissioned  me  to  express 
to  tie  British  Government  our  desire  to  co-operate. 
I  did  so  m  a  letter  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  dated  Aug* 
29  I  received  a  courteous  but  non-committal  reply. 
We  haa  to  fight  a  political  battle  before  Palestmian 
Jews  were  permitted  to  bear  arms,  and  this  battle 
is  not  over  even  now. 

There  are  two  aspects  to  the  Jewish  war  effort; 
in  Palestine  and  the  Middle  East,  and  beyond.    With 
«Jard  to   Palestine,   we   have   from   toe   beginning 
Erased  for  the  recruitment  of  the  maximum  number 
of  J?ws  in  Jewish  units  within  the  British  Amy 
ooth  for  the  defence  of  th*e  country  .and  «port  o 
the  British  Forces  in  the  Middle  East    We  further 
offered  a  Jewish  Division  to  be  formed  in  the  west 
?oVser4e  wherever  required,  consisting  of  Jewish 
Su52?*Sa  all  free  countries  with  a  leavening 
of  Palestinian  Jews. 

Mobilisation  of  Jews  in  Palestine  became  a  most 
vital  and  urgent  question  when,  in  June  1940,  itaiy 
leered  the  war ;  and  still  more  so  after  the  Germans 
reached  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  in  force,  in  the 
reacnea  w  Palestinian  Jews  are  pre- 

SSd  to  d2  iS,  buTnot  willing  to  let  themselves 
orslaughtered  like  sheep  in  a  shambles-^o-operaUon 
be  slau|^ei        «,Pif -defence  is  a  claim.    Certain  steps 

rfs^s^s taken  by-  rfG:ss 

and  this  is  the  most  satisfactory  point  of  my  Report. 
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General  Council  (Vaad  Leumi)  of  the  Jewish  Community  of  Palestine 


il 
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Regulations  for  the  Organisation  of  the  Jewish  Community 

made  by  the  High  Commissioner  under  Section  2  of  the  Religious  Ordinance,  1926 

(Published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  1st  January,  1928.  No.  202) 


JERUSALEM 
June,  1935. 
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Jews  and  Arabs: 
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